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FALL 2015

Two Paws Up for Our 
SwissRidge Doodles 
We experienced great success  
with the first litter of SwissRidge  
Doodles! Nine pups went home  
to families (after keeping one for  
myself!) and I couldn’t be happier 
with their looks, temperament  
and disposition.

Willow and Levi welcomed a healthy 
litter of pups on November 20, 2015!

This is the second litter of  
SwissRidge Doodles to join our 
growing family, and we’re delighted 
to have them! Contact me if you are 
interested in this litter. Read below 
for a recent update from our happy 
SwissRidge Doodle owners!
 
Maura Clarke Murphy writes…
“Abbie’s temperament is just  
PERFECT! She is willing to  
approach and please all around her. 
She is never the aggressor and is  
always willing to bow out for a  
more dominant dog. Out in the  

We’re Almost Ready…
With only the finishing touches left 
to complete, we anticipate December 
to be the month of the big reveal  
of the new SwissRidge facility!  
Currently, we’re about 80% complete 
outside and 95% complete inside. 
Most recently, we had 10,000 square 
feet of K9 grass installed in various 
fenced outdoor play yards for the 
dogs to romp around without getting 
dirty. This is any dog owner’s dream 
come true! We are very close to 
completion and pushing hard to get 
it done before the winter is upon us. 
The Grand Opening of our state-of-
the-art facility is tentatively sched-
uled for the beginning of December. 
Details will soon follow, so be sure 
to keep an eye on your inbox for an 
invite to this exclusive event!

Welcome to the Fall 2015 
SwissRidge Kennels 
newsletter!    
The hot days of summer may be 
over, but the excitement at the 
kennel continues! Our SwissRidge 
family is growing by the day, and  
our online community currently 
includes over 3,700 members! The 
SwissRidge Kennels Facebook group 
has really become a hub of informa-
tion; a place to share photos, stories, 
and advice and gain insight on all 
things doodle related. It’s also a  
great resource for new pup parents 
who are patiently awaiting their  
puppy’s arrival.   

Did you know that  
SwissRidge is...
 
	 •		Expanding	its	breeding	program	

with	even	more	amazing	dogs? 
	 •		Near	completion	with	the	new	

kennel	in	Schomberg,	 
Ontario?  

	 •		Receiving	high	praise	from	 
owners	about	the	first	litter	 
of	SwissRidge	Doodles? 

	 •		Celebrating	a	milestone	for	 
a	very	special	service	dog? 

	 •		Engaged	in	a	trial	of	a	more	 
natural,	grain-free	dog	food?
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neighbourhood, she is not afraid of 
loud noises, traveling cars and trucks, 
or loud trains passing by. She is also 
very intrigued with the 25 some odd 
feathered friends we have in the  
back yard!”

Katie	Sullivan	writes…
“Adel (we call her Ellie) is terrific! She 
is so sweet and pretty mellow. She has 
been very good at crate training and 
never makes a peep all night. She is so 
good about going into her crate. She 
could sit right from the start and does 
“down” very well.  She also just learned 
“paw” which is so cute. She likes to 
cuddle with all three kids.  We just love 
her!  Thank you so much!”

Linda	Gibbs	writes…
“Aspen is a happy, playful pup who 
loves to play with her toys with or  
without someone. She was potty 
trained very quickly in the first month 
and loves her big sis (Aunt) Willow.  
We had an advantage knowing what 
we were getting as we have Willow 
(Golden Mountain Doodle) from  
Aspen’s mom same litter. Love the  
mixture of the best of the temperaments 
of each. She is goofy, loving, loyal,  
cuddly and smart.”
 

Caroline	LeGresley	writes…
“Ruckus is definitely living up to his 
name! This big ball of fluff loves to  
play and give kisses. He has been such  
a great addition to our lives and we  
feel so lucky to have him. The most  
impressive thing about Ruckus is how 
fast he learns. After only a week, he 
was able to sit, down, and stay on  
command. Everyone is so impressed 
with how well he listens (most of the 
time…) He is incredibly sweet and  
loves to give kisses, especially when he 
just wakes up in the morning. But  
then he has this great adventurous 
side to him and it seems as though his 
whole life is just dedicated to playing 
and having fun.”
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New to the Pack 

I’m excited to announce that we have 
many wonderful additions to our 
breeding program! 
We are delighted to welcome: 
 •  Two Bernese Mountain Dog  

puppies from Nellar x Duc’s litter 
named Noelle and Ulia

•  Three beautiful Australian  
Labradoodles from a US breeder, 
named Zepplin, Maverick and Kaula

•  Two Golden Retriever puppies from 
Germany named Summer  
and Winter

•  Two Bernese Mountain Dog puppies 
from France named Lily and Landon

•  A Tiny Bernedoodle from  
Kia x Crumpet’s litter named Sushi

•  A Mini Bernedoodle from Juno x 
Levi’s litter named Mocca

•  A Golden Mountain Doodle from 
Charlie x Rex’s litter named Pheona

•  Four Bernese Mountain Dog  
puppies from Jacqueena x Duc’s 
litter named Adelyn, Electra,  
Cordelia and Madelyn

•  Three Bernese Mountain Dog 
puppies from Harper x Duc’s litter 
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Introducing…Sushi!
Born on April 13, 2015, this little  
social butterfly has soared her way 
into my heart and also that of my 
manager, LeeAnn! If I’m ever looking 
for Sushi, I can be sure that LeeAnn 
has taken her home for the night.  
Sushi is a Tiny Bernedoodle and my 
pick from Kia and Crumpet’s litter. 
She’s already displaying all the  
qualities I love about Kia – playful, 
social and active. She has so much 
personality wrapped up into a small 
body. She is the clown of the kennel 
and makes us laugh all day long.  
She loves meeting new people and 
interacting with other dogs. As the  
expression goes…“Like mother,  
like daughter!” I can’t wait to see the 
beautiful puppies she produces in  
the future!

named Franki, Suki and Zambuka
•  Three Bernese Mountain Dog  

puppies from Roxy x Duc’s litter 
named Tubbers, Cuddles and Texas

•  Numerous Poodle puppies from 
Coco x Crumpet’s litter

•  Two Mini English Goldendoodles 
from Carrie x Crumpet’s litter  
named Dottie and Gigi

•  A SwissRidge Doodle named Axel 
that I kept from Willow and  
Levi’s litter

•  A five-year multi-champion  
Golden Retriever from Europe 
named Henry

 
With the expansion of our SwissRidge 
kennel, some amazing new dogs and 
some fresh lines are being added.  
I have high expectations for these 
beautiful dogs, and look forward 
to sharing more about them in the 
upcoming newsletter. I will leave you 
with a few teaser photos of the new 
pups that have joined our family….
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Puppy Love
I’m thrilled to announce that a litter 
of SwissRidge Poodle pups were born 
on August 25, 2015, out of Coco and 
Crumpet! Two of my most adored 
Poodles have produced eleven pups 
ranging in colour from black and 
white, red and white, apricot, and 
tri-coloured. They are ready to go to 
their new homes now, and we  
currently have two stunning pups 
available from this litter. Please  
contact us to find out more about 
these spectacular pups.

Expected Litters
For those of you who have asked 
about upcoming litters, take a peek 
below at my litter list. As you can see, 
the kennel is going to be filled with 
sweet little puppies throughout the  
fall and winter!
 
•  Berlin x Sting – English Mini  

Goldendoodles (Dec.5 – Available)
•  Diva x Colbert – Bernedoodles  

(Dec. 14 – SOLD)
•  Odessa x Duc – Bernedoodles  

(Dec. 20 – SOLD)
•  Harmony x Levi – Australian  

Bernedoodles (Dec. 20 –SOLD)
•  Lulu x Crumpet – Mini  

Bernedoodles (Jan. 2 –SOLD)
•  Sadie x Sting – Tiny Goldendoodles 

(Jan. 2 –Available)

In the Spotlight
Meet Meeka, a smart and fun-loving 
Mini Goldendoodle that I kept out of 
Kyla and Stitches’ litter. She was bred 
to Levi and recently had a litter of 
Australian Goldendoodles. These  
two are such a winning combination 
in so many ways. Their puppies are 
stunning and I can’t wait to see  
them mature.

 

Doodles, Doodles and  
More Doodles!
What an incredible turnout we had 
at this year’s Doodle Romp! We had 
over 60 SwissRidge Doodles and 
over 175 owners, friends, family and 
volunteers who joined in the fun. The 

sun shone bright as we played games, 
shared laughs, made new friends and 
reconnected with others, while raising 
money for a great cause. Thanks to 
your generosity, we raised a total of 
$29,000, which we in turn donated to 
Autism Dog Services. These funds  
will go towards raising and training 
Jack, the Goldendoodle puppy I  
donated to Autism Dog Services,  
the SwissRidge Dogs for Kids charity 
of choice for 2015. 
 
Special thanks go out to Karley Gittens  
for organizing such a successful event, 
to my dedicated staff and to our  
generous sponsors, including:  
Bark & Fitz, POSH Pet Photography, 
Eldoop Designs, and Rukus Dog. 
Thank you to Pine Tree Pet Care  
Centre for providing the perfect  
location for our event! We look for-
ward to seeing everyone next year! 
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required Ollie to demonstrate that he 
could remain calm when greeted by a 
stranger, remain in a down stay while  
approached by a shopping cart, ignore 
dropped food for a prolonged period 
of time and remain in a heel position 
while walking. Being a SwissRidge pup, 
it was no surprise that Ollie passed the 
test with flying colours!
 
In order to pass the Public Access Test, 
first and foremost, you need a sound 
dog. We could never thank Sherry 
enough for providing such a strong, 
solid and loyal dog in Ollie. Ollie’s  
temperament has been absolutely  
pivotal in Ollie’s certification process.  
Sherry could not have picked a more 
perfect pup for our family.

 
Ollie has literally changed our world. 
His silly, playful nature brings endless 
laughter and joy to our family. His kind 
and gentle ways fosters a friendship  
like no other. His intuitive and loyal  
ways instills confidence in each  
of my sons’ lives. He is a best friend,  
he is a soul-mate, and he is  
unconditional love.  
 
As a service dog, Ollie has already 
made a significant difference in break-
ing down the physical barrier of equip-
ment that exists for the boys. Instead 
of the stares of curious onlookers, Ollie 
immediately breaks the ice. People are 

naturally attracted to Ollie and are 
very curious about his story. This is a 
natural segue into Ciaran and Shay’s 
story. Shay, who is more developmen-
tally mature, is starting to OWN his 
story – his and Ollie’s story. He beams 
with pride when he shares his BFF with 
others. He is Shay’s greatest  
source of joy.
 
In the upcoming year, Wade will 
continue to work with Ollie on goals 
specific to Ciaran and Shay’s needs. He 
will serve as a source of stability, he will 
learn to open doors for the boys, pick 
things up off the floor and learn addi-
tional skills that will assist in making 
Ciaran and Shay as independent as 
possible. We are also hoping that Ollie 
will be able to assist in identifying 
when a seizure is coming on in Ciaran.  

Through Ollie, our family has gained 
an extended family. Sherry and Karley 
have been unbelievably caring,  
supportive and generous. The  
SwissRidge family has been a source 
of inspiration to our family. We have 
learned that every one of us in this 
SwissRidge family has a story, and all 
of these SwissRidge dogs have fulfilled 
such an important need for all of us.
 
Thank you to all for your love and 
support. Despite Ciaran and Shay’s 
journey being a difficult one, it is one 
that has enriched our lives in ways we 
would never have imagined. We have 
met the most incredible people along 
the way who serve as significant role 
models for our children. We couldn’t 
have asked for more. It takes a village 
to raise a child – we are so thankful  
for the SwissRidge village!”
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•  Pandora x Levi – Australian  
Bernedoodles (Jan. 11– SOLD)

•  Maggie x Crumpet – Mini f1b 
Bernedoodles (Jan.18 –  
CONTACT US)

•  Blossom x Levi – Australian  
Bernedoodles (Feb. 1 – SOLD)

 
Graduation Day
On October 3rd, the Goldendoodle 
puppy I donated to Liza Sneyd and 
family graduated from Autism Dog 
Services! Ollie has gone through ex-
tensive and specialized training with 
McCann’s Professional Dog Training 
School and, most recently, Autism 
Dog Services. He has trained very hard 
to meet some of the specific needs of 
Ciaran and Shay. A service dog can 
provide so much love and support,  
and I’m thrilled that Ollie brings so 
much joy to this deserving family.
 

Liza Sneyd writes…
“On October 3 Ollie, who was gener-
ously donated to our family by Sherry 
in February 2014, graduated from 
Autism Dog Services as a registered 
service dog. As a service dog, Ollie had 
passed the Public Access Test which 
enables him to access public places 
like libraries, schools, shopping malls, 
movie theatres, etc. when he is wearing 
his service vest. The Public Access Test 
is a standardized series of tests. The test 
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Shay	writes…
“Dear Sherry, 
Thank you for Ollie. He makes my life 
better every single day. Ollie makes my 
life so much easier. I love him. Ollie is 
gentle and kind. He is my best friend 
and I love him more than anything in 
the world.  Thank you Sherry for Ollie. 
Thank you for making my life easier. 
Thank you for making my life better.  
I love you Sherry!  Love, Shay”
 

Pin-up Pups
It’s time to swap out your 2015  
calendar with our 2016 edition! 
Thanks to everyone who submitted 
photos of their fur-babies – calendars 
are now available for purchase on the 
SwissRidge Doodle Romp website!

Visit: www.swissridgedoodleromp.
com/Store.html to order your  
calendar by December 5th, to ensure 
it arrives by Christmas. All proceeds 
from the 2016 calendar sales will go 
towards our charity of choice for the 
coming year. We’re hoping to top last 
year’s incredible sales of $3,000! 
 
Health and Wellness
Turmeric is a spice that’s making 
headlines around the globe for its  
disease-prevention promise, due large-
ly to its anti-inflammatory benefits for 
humans and dogs alike. Inflammation 
is the culprit of many chronic diseases 
we are facing today, so it’s not surpris-
ing that people are seeking a natural 
way to combat this ailment.

 

The active ingredient of turmeric is 
called “curcumin” and it’s responsible 
for a very long list of health benefits. 
For one, it’s a powerful antioxidant 
that neutralizes free radicals that cause 
painful inflammation and damage 
to joints affected by arthritis. This is 
significant for senior dogs that may be 
suffering from aches and pains associ-
ated with arthritis. Another benefit of 
curcumin is that it lowers cholesterol, 
which improves heart health for our 
senior pets. Recent studies show that 
curcumin may also help in the fight 
against cancer. Other known uses 
include: treatment for epilepsy; allergy 
relief; cataract prevention; treatment 6

for depression; healing stomach 
ailments; aiding in digestive disor-
ders and reducing gas and bloating; 
acting as a binding agent and a good 
treatment for diarrhea; and aiding in 
weight management. It is also high  
in fibre and rich in vitamins and  
minerals. 
 
With the guidance of your vet, I 
would recommend incorporating a 
turmeric supplement into your pet’s 
food. I personally take this supple-
ment every day, and give it to many 
of my dogs, including Dizzy! Taking 
turmeric on its own, however, is not 
ideal, as it’s not well absorbed by the 
digestive tract. It should be taken with 
black pepper. When serving it to my 
dogs, I simply break apart a capsule, 
mix it into some wet dog food, add 
freshly cracked black pepper and…
voila! Your daily dose of wellness  
is served! 

Beyond the Label
Royal Canin has always been the 
food of choice for my dogs. While my 
dogs and pups have always seemed 
to thrive on it, there have been a few 
things I’m not crazy about, primarily 
some of the ingredients and also the 
consistency of the dogs’ stools. As 
most of you know, we tried a raw diet 
with the dogs last summer, which was 
not as successful as we hoped.

In an effort to keep my dogs as healthy 
as possible, we have made the switch, 
on a trial basis, to a more natural, 
grain-free food called GO! Lamb and 
Rice for the older dogs, and NOW 
FRESH for puppies. We are into our 
3rd month of trial. All the new pups 
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bring your puppy home. This includes 
puppy-proofing your home!
 
Ensure your home is quiet for the first 
few days of your puppy’s arrival. This 
will create a less stressful environ-
ment, as you don’t want your pup to 
be overwhelmed. Schedule an  
appointment with your vet before-
hand, making sure it’s within 72 hours 
of bringing your puppy home. Load 
the car the day before with puppy  
supplies and plan your route so you 
know exactly where you’re going.

THE DAY OF PICKUP
Arriving by car
Bring a companion to help care for 
the puppy when you are driving.
 
What to bring: 
•  CDC letter if you are coming from 

the US and if your puppy is under  
4 months

• Water dish (+ bottle of water)
•  Food dish (if you have longer than  

a 5-hour drive)
•  Dog food (if you have longer than  

a 5-hour drive)
• Travel crate
• Leash and collar
• Paper towels 
• Disinfectant spray or wipes
• Towels
• 1 toy
• Treats

You will be given a specific time to 
pick up your puppy from SwissRi-
dge, and should plan to spend a few 
hours receiving important puppy 
care information. When you leave the 
kennel, be sure to let your puppy go 
to the bathroom on the grass or you 
may have an unpleasant surprise a few 
minutes into your drive.
 

are being sent home on NOW FRESH 
and we’ll continue to follow up and 
receive feedback from the owners. 

If you’re interested in trying the new 
food with your pups, don’t forget that 
Bark & Fitz offers a generous 10% off 
food (and grooming) for all SwissRi-
dge dogs! Check out their website for 
a convenient location near you.
www.barkandfitz.com
 
Ask Sherry

What travel preparations should 
we make to ensure our dog’s safety 
and comfort on puppy pickup day? 
 
There are different options that our 
clients consider when it’s time to 
take their puppy home. Some drive 
anywhere from 1 to 25 hours, while 
some fly in and take their puppy home 
tucked safely under their seat. Others 
opt to have their pup travel thousands 
of miles by plane to them on the other 
side of the world. No matter what 
method of travel works best for you, I 
think there are some important items 
to bring, and key things to remember 
on puppy pickup day.

When the pups are 1-2 weeks old, we’ll 
send you a puppy essentials list. Please 
be sure you have purchased and set 
up everything on this list before you 
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I’m breaking the cardinal rule when I 
say this, but…it’s okay for the passen-
ger in the back seat to hold the puppy 
on their lap on the drive home.  
Puppies are typically nervous, unsure 
or upset when they first leave the 
kennel and you gain quality bonding 
time by having the puppy on your lap. 
The puppy should be buckled in with 
a seat belt or in a travel crate any other 
time they’re in your vehicle. 
If you have a long drive ahead of you, 
it is recommended to stop every 2-3 
hours. Remember that if your puppy 
is under 16 weeks old, he is NOT fully 
vaccinated. Any potty breaks should 
be taken in a secluded place so there’s 
no chance for your pup to pick up 
any diseases. This means no rest area 
stops to let your puppy out to relieve 
himself! 

When you get home, let your puppy 
out in your backyard to go potty and 
explore. Let him inside to sniff out the 
main living area and where he’ll be 
sleeping. Keep things quiet the first 
few days, but once these first few  
days have passed– remember that  
socialization is KEY. We will talk 
about socializing your puppy in  
the next newsletter!

Arriving by plane 
 
What to bring:
•  CDC letter if you are coming from 

the US and your puppy is under 4 
months old

•  Water dish 
•  Pee pads (to lay down on the airport 

floor to ensure your puppy doesn’t 
touch the contaminated floor while 
you allow him to go pee before the 
flight)

• Food dish 



• Dog food 
• Soft-sided travel crate
• Leash and collar
• Paper towels 
• Disinfectant spray or wipes
• Towels
• 1 toy
• Treats

Airports are a great place to socialize 
a puppy, but a dangerous place to give 
your pup freedom to walk around 
without all his vaccines. Remember  
to carry your puppy around the  
airport and only allow him to touch 
the ground if you place the pee pads 
on the floor first! 
 

A Look Ahead
I’m looking forward to seeing you 
all at the Grand Opening of the new 
kennel! Don’t forget to keep an eye 
on your inbox for details. Until then, 
please enjoy these sneak peek  
photos…
 
Hugs,
Sherry
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The New SwissRidge!
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